Menphi s Social Curatorial Statenent

‘Menphi sSocial’ will be a unique event, mxing contenporary art and
conmuni ty, planned forMenphis, Tennessee, from May 10th through the 18th,
2013.

For up to date information about event times and venues, please visit
our Facebook page at:

htt ps:// ww. f acebook. coml menphi ssoci al exhi bition

Beauti ful Fields

envi si ons an exhi bition that enconpasses both aesthetic and socia
concerns. Menphis remains a city with deep cultural resonance in both the
national and international imgination. T

he transformative struggle for racial and econom c equality in Menphis,
and rich

cultural traditions in the arts, especially in music, have designated the
city as a world significant place. Qur project will present artists and
arts and social collectives that will creatively frame and present such
topics as aesthetics, ethics and social engagenent. ' Menphis Social' wll
i nvoke utopi an vision, tenmporary architecture, social scul pture, and
proj ect - based community practice, addressing social formations such as
pluralismand denocracy that intend to inspire debate and catal yze
comuni ty exchange.



Beautiful Fi el ds has secured the Marshall ArtsCenter in Menphis with the
assi stance of its founder Pinkney Herbert, as one of the multiple venues
projected for this event. W have al sosecured, Through Crosstown Arts,
Menphi s, a nodernist ruin of a defunct SearsDistribution Center, fornerly
a maj or enployer in Menphis. In the shell of thegarage we will present
artists’ projects in its existing bays. On the roof ofthe garage we are
presenting a variety of social organization-basedperfornances including a
citywide “drumline” band conpetition. The downtown area of South Main St
near Beale St. is another significant |ocale intersectingboth Anerican
nmusi cal history and the civil rights nmovenment. The Hyde Gallery at the
Menphis College of Art will be a focal point here. Nearby is theLorraine
Motel the |ocation where Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated and
whi ch houses the Anerican Cvil Rights Miseum W will use this area’s
enpty | otsand vacant commercial spaces to host arts and social collectives
in a three—dayopening event including a filmseries, a tenporary radio
station and a show of phot ography docunenting 1950’ s bohenmian life in the
Anerican South. In the Bi nghanpton nei ghborhood , will include the Caritas
Conmunity Center, a |locale center servicing Menphis’ seniorpopul ation. The
Caritas space used to be a Masonic |odge and has a large hallwith a
proscenium stage. We will present a form of contenporary street
danci ngcal | ed “Menphis Jookin'” by U Di g Dance Acadeny. This schoo
servi cesthe youth of the community and hosts dance conpetitions.

The show s area-wi de approachwill allow for the various venues to
mrror a multi-disciplinary approachtoward ‘the social’. W have invited
artists, both local and international, toparticipate with work that
addresses the thenme in lyrical and poetic ways thatwi |l augnent the
overall intent of the show.

Artists invited toparticipate include Tracy Mffett, Geely Matt,
Virginia Overton, WIIliam Eggl eston, Aviva Rahmani, Bullet Space

Col I ective, David Sandlin, Kara Wal ker, Stewart Home, Mtch Epstein. Nancy
Spero and Araya Rasdj arnr earnsook anong many ot her artists andsocia

or gani zati ons.


http://www.marshallartsmemphis.com
http://crosstownarts.org/
http://mca.edu
http://www.civilrightsmuseum.org/

